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It is with a great deal of sadness that I 
inform all SJU Psychology alumni about 
the recent passing of two members of the 
Department.  Dr. Paul DeVito passed away 
on 24 August 2015.  Paul died of natural 
causes.  He served as chair of the 
Psychology Department from 1988 through 
2003.  He served Saint Joseph’s as Vice 
Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean of 
the College of Professional and Liberal 
Studies from 2003 until 2013.  In 2013, he 
moved to Chicago to take on the role of 
provost of Saint Xavier University.  His 
creativity, dedication, and habits of hard 
work left an indelible mark on both the 
Department and the greater Saint Joseph’s 
community. 

I am also saddened by the death of Dr. 
Catherine Murray, who passed away on 
Sunday, 24 January, following a brief 
illness.  She was the longest-serving 
member of the Psychology Department, 
and among the longest-serving member of 
the entire Saint Joseph’s faculty.  She will 
be greatly missed by me personally, by her 
many current students, by her colleagues, 
and, I am certain, by you, our alumni.  A 
remembrance of Cathy appears elsewhere 
in this newsletter. 

On a happier note, Dr. Matt Anderson has 
been appointed to the position of Associate 
Dean for the Social Sciences.  He replaces 
Dr. Nancy Fox, Associate Professor of 
Economics, who served as associate dean 
for a decade before deciding to return to her 
home department.  In his role as associate 
dean, Matt’s course offerings for 
Psychology Department will be greatly 
reduced.  We all wish Matt the very best as 
he begins this new phase in his career at 
Saint Joseph’s!! 

I am pleased to announce that Dr. Patricia 
Zaleski-Kramer will be joining the full-
time Psychology faculty as a visiting 
(continued on next column) 

Psychology News & Notes 
Issue #13 Spring/Summer 2016 Saint Joseph’s University Department of Psychology 

The Chair’s 
Corner 

PSYCHOLOGY AWARD WINNERS 

Maria Eva Cabanelas graduated magna cum laude from Saint Joseph’s 
University in Sept. 2015 with a BS in Psychology, and minors in 
Neuroscience and Autism Studies. She was recently inducted into the 
Alpha Sigma Lambda Honor Society. In addition to her exceptional 
performance in her classwork, she also worked in several research 
laboratories, investigating psychological topics as broad as children’s 
thinking about gender norms to aggressive behavior in flamingos. She also 
worked at the Kinney Center for Autism Education and Support, and she is 
currently providing therapeutic support to children and adolescents who are 
experiencing mental health concerns. 

Kristen Boyle was the recipient of this year’s Henrik S. Arnesen 
Psychology Award given to the Psychology major with was the strongest 
academic performance during their four years at Saint Joe’s. A Presidential 
Scholarship recipient, Kristen made Dean’s List for eight consecutive 
semesters, was a member of Psi Chi, served as a member of the Saint 
Joseph’s Student Union Board, was an APEX Volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity, and was also a Weekly Service Volunteer, offering after-school 
tutoring at local elementary and junior high schools. Kristen is currently 
completing an MS in Psychology here at Saint Joseph’s. She is featured on 
the SJU website, through this link. 

Shelby Tulio earned her BS degree from SJU in 2015, graduating Magnum 
Cum Laude with a major in Psychology, and minors in Asian Studies and 
Chinese Language and Culture.  As a student in the Psychology Master’s 
program, Shelby served as a teaching assistant for undergraduate classes 
and also helped train research assistants in the SJU Sensation and 
Perception laboratory.  Shelby’s research interests lie at the intersection of 
cognition and perception.  For her Master’s thesis, Shelby developed a 
novel stimulus set and paradigm to test for evidence of perceptual learning 
in visual working memory for object orientation. 

assistant professor for the 2016-2017 academic year.  Patti has served the 
Psychology Department as an adjunct instructor for many years.  Her full-
time status will partially offset the staffing issues created by Matt’s 
promotion and the loss of Cathy.I am also pleased to be able to report that 
once again, Psychology faculty have been recognized by the Saint Joseph’s 
community for the excellence of their contributions to the University’s 
mission.  Dr. Elizabeth Becker received a Faculty Merit Award recognizing 
her for excellence in teaching. Please congratulate Elizabeth for her 
impressive accomplishment! 

If you visit Post Hall, you will notice that the Psychology Department has 
added digital signage to their cache of technology.  Located in the corridor 
of the second floor of Post Hall, the digital signage will help keep our 
students current on all sorts of topics, including upcoming lectures, course 
registration, academic advising information, and much more!  

-Donald S. Leitner, Ph.D.  
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Dr. Catherine Murray: A Remembrance and Reflection (Don Leitner) 

Dr. Catherine Murray served Saint Joseph’s for fifty years, an 
extraordinarily long career.  It is particularly noteworthy in today’s context, 
with people changing employers every three or four years.  I was Cathy’s 
colleague for thirty of those fifty years, ten of them as her department 
chair.  I got to know Cathy very well over these decades. 

I remember very clearly the day in the spring of 1985 when I met Cathy.  I 
was a much younger man, on campus for an interview for a faculty 
position.  I recall sitting across from Cathy at her desk as she grilled me 
relentlessly about my research activities and teaching credentials.  
Although I doubted it at the time, something must have gone right because 
I was offered the position. 

In 1985, the Saint Joseph’s Psychology Department was quite small.  It consisted of Cathy, myself, Ralph 
Hyatt, Paul DeVito, and Hal Bertilson.  Cathy and I got along well during my earliest days at Saint 
Joseph’s because she and I were native New Yorkers.  She was familiar with, and tolerant of, my brusque 
New York mannerisms that some people found abrasive.  Her tolerance afforded me some social protection 
as I worked to fit into my new work environment.  That was many years ago.  Ralph, Paul, and now Cathy, 
have passed away.  Hal Bertilson recently retired from the University of Wisconsin at the age of 80. 

It would be an understatement to say that Cathy was a towering figure on campus.  She chose a career in 
the sciences at a time when women were not well represented in the disciplines.  When she joined the Saint 
Joseph’s faculty in 1965, she was one of a few female professors in a culture that had been strongly male 
for many decades.  She likely had to fight for every inch of respect that she got during her training and 
early career. 

I believe that her experiences prompted her to evolve a forceful, blunt, and unapologetic persona, with a 
strong sense of social justice, of what was right and wrong.  That was the Cathy with whom we were all 
familiar.  She was a passionate feminist and a champion of gender equality, within and without Saint 
Joseph’s.  As such, she served as a role model and a mentor to our female students and the younger female 
faculty. 

During her long career at Saint Joseph’s, one of her most notable accomplishments was the tremendous 
amount of time and energy that she put into University governance.  She appears to have served, at one 
time or another, on just about every committee that exists at Saint Joseph’s.  She frequently took leadership 
roles in her committee activities.  To my knowledge, there is no one among the faculty with such a long 
and distinguished record. 

She was particularly well known for her service on the Advisory Board on Faculty Compensation.  She 
would frequently set the teeth of the Administration on edge with her forceful and blunt advocacy for 
faculty compensation and benefits.  This year, the Saint Joseph’s Lifetime Service Award was renamed the 
Catherine S. Murray Lifetime Service Award, in Cathy’s honor.  At this year’s Commencement, it was 
presented to Dr. Claire Simmers, Department of Management. 

Cathy was also well known for having started one of the first Gerontology programs in Philadelphia, a 
program that she oversaw for many years.  She mentored many, many students during her long career at 
Saint Joseph’s. 

 (continued  on next page) 
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Congratulations to the following students who have been accepted into Doctoral programs: 

• Mike Duggan (2015, BS; 2016 MS): PhD – Neuroscience, Temple University  
 

• Alexandra Pappas & Alexandria DiGuiseppe (2015, BS; 2016 MS): Psy.D. - 
Clinical Psychology, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
 

• Nathan Smyk (2016 MS): Ph.D - Brain and Cognitive Science, Temple 
University 
  

• Christine Yohn (2016 MS): Ph. D – Neuroscience, Rutgers University 

 

Student Updates: Doctoral Program Placements  

 

Dr. Catherine Murray: A Remembrance and Reflection (continued) 

Cathy was highly intelligent, very energetic, fiercely independent, and strong-willed, with very strong 
opinions about right and wrong.  These personality traits made her a force with which to reckon, and 
contributed to her many successes on campus.  They also made her a difficult Department citizen at times.  
I would go so far as to say that Cathy was every chair’s nightmare.  She could be contentious and 
insubordinate.  She was steadfast in her refusal to update or submit a curriculum vitae along with her 
faculty annual report each year.  No threats or cajoling on my part ever resulted in her compliance.  She left 
a trail of lost keys and destroyed laptop computers in her wake.  And her office was not enterable without a 
hazmat suit and a hard hat.  Cathy’s indifference to the Pennsylvania State Motor Vehicle Code was the 
stuff of legends. 

Cathy was actually quite famous among her Departmental colleagues for losing things.  Most notable was 
the preserved brain that the Psychology Department had in its inventory of instructional supplies.  It was 
human brain, contained in large jar filled with a preservative fluid.  Cathy would regularly bring it to her 
Introductory Psychology classes to use as a pedagogical aid, and would just as regularly forget take it with 
her after her class ended.  She would simply leave it on the lectern.  I got used to getting phone calls from 
Public Safety officers, wanting to know if the brain that had been left in the lecture hall belonged to Dr. 
Murray. 

Cathy contributed to Saint Joseph’s evolution during the past half-century.  She left an indelible mark on 
the University’s past and current trajectory.  Her presence in Post Hall is still palpable.  She will be greatly 
missed by me personally, by her many current students, by our alumni, and by her colleagues. 

Don Leitner 
Professor and Chair 
SJU Department of Psychology 
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The Science Olympiad Urban Initiative “Build It Day” was held on campus in December 2015. Dr. Conry-Murray 
worked with Dr. Smolen and Nancy Fiazzo to bring this worthy event to SJU. Approximately 200 middle and high 
school science students from the Philadelphia schools attended to receive instruction and hands on practice in science 
guided by students from Bala Cynwyd Middle School and Harriton High School.  

The Southeast PA Urban Initiative Regional Science Olympiad competition was held at SJU in March 2016. Clare 
Conry-Murray and Jean Smolen helped organize this event on campus, bringing talented middle and high school 
students from Philadelphia to campus to compete in STEM events. Dr. Conry-Murray ran the Experimental Design 
event where students are given simple materials and have to use them design an experiment, collect data and write a 
scientific report, all in 50 minutes.   Swenson Arts and Technology High School won the high school division and 
Philadelphia Performing Arts Charter School won the middle school division. 

Dr. Becker was awarded a grant for her research on the “neurodevelopmental consequences of SSRI exposure on 
offspring” from the Tom & Mary Gallagher Foundation.  Her research team will examine the consequences of early 
postnatal exposure to antidepressants via lactation on the developing oxytocin system (neuropeptide associated with 
autism). 

An additional study in this line of research, "Influence of Early Life Exposure to Prozac on Neurodevelopment and the 
Reparative Role of Oxytocin Treatment in the California Mouse" was supported by a Faculty for Undergraduate 
Neuroscience Equipment Loan Grant. 

James Cilento and Kyle Deckman, both first year graduate students, won 3rd place in the Best Poster Competition at 
the 11th Annual Philadelphia Area Psi Chi Research Day held at the University of the Sciences in April. Their poster 
was entitled, “Gender differences in disgust sensitivity confirmed by meta analysis,” with Dr. Skolnick. 

Psi Chi is the International Honor Society in Psychology. It was founded in 1929 with the hope of engaging students in 
the field of psychology, fostering academic excellence and advancing the science of psychology.   

The name, Psi Chi, represents the Greek words Psyche and Cheires. Psyche, which symbolizes the mind, suggests 
scholarship and enrichment of our minds.  Cheires, which symbolizes hands, stands for fellowship and research. Both 
of these symbols are placed at the center of the Psi Chi seal, which indicates that scholarship and fellowship are at the 
center of the Psi Chi mission.  

The Saint Joseph’s chapter of Psi Chi seeks to uphold the mission of the greater society by hosting various events that 
will educate students, provide students with resources and will unite those with a strong interest in the field of 
psychology.  The Faculty of the Psychology Department offer their congratulations to the following students as well as 
their families! 

 

Psi Chi Inductees 

 

Juniors: 
Nicholas Ambrulavage, Mary Kathryn Deacon, Alyssa Duffner, Erin Galway, Michelle King, Jacqueline Klimek, 
Kristen Lanzilotta, Amanda Leithead, Erin McGrody, Julia Newell, Christina Rossetti, Lauren Schwartz. 

Seniors: 
LeighAnn Davis, Dannah Hayward, Gianna Melendez 

Graduate Students: 
Meghan Strickland 



 

 

5 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

  

Recent Publications: 

 Ahn YM, Williamson A, Seo H, Sadeh A, Mindell JA. (2016). 
Sleep patterns among Korean infants and toddlers: A 
global comparison. Journal of Korean Medical Science, 
31, 261-269. 

Anderson MJ & Robinson-Drummer PA. (2015). Examining 
the effects of directional orientation and deflighting on 
lateral behavior in captive Caribbean flamingos 
(Phoenicopterus ruber). Journal of Behavioral and 
Neuroscience Research, 12, 45-53. 

Conry-Murray C. (2016). Children’s Distributive Justice: The 
Role of Gender Norms in Different Settings. European 
Journal Of Developmental Psychology. 

Conry-Murray, C. (2016) The development of social justice: 
The role of reasoning. Human Develop, 59, 273-280. 

Elbin RJ, Beatty A, Covassin T, Schatz P, Hydeman A, Kontos 
AP. (2015).  A preliminary examination of 
neurocognitive performance and symptoms following a 
bout of soccer heading in athletes wearing protective 
soccer headbands. Research in Sports Medicine, 
23(2):203-14. 

Lehman Blake M, Ott S, Villanyi E, Kazhuro K, Schatz P. 
(2015).  Influence of language of administration on 
ImPACT performance by bilingual Spanish-English 
college students. Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology, 
30(4):302-9. 

Mindell JA & Lee C. (2015). Sleep, mood, and development in 
infants. Infant Behavior and Development, 41, 102-107. 

Mindell JA, Li AM, Sadeh A, Kwon R, Goh DYT. (2016).  
Bedtime routines for young children: A dose-dependent 
association with sleep outcomes. Sleep. 

Moser RS, Schatz P, Kollias K, Grossner E. (2016).  One-year 
test-retest reliability of neurocognitive baseline scores in 
10-12 year olds. Applied Neuropsychology: Child. 

Patrick KE, Millet G, Mindell JA. (2015). Sleep differences by 
race in preschool children: The roles of parenting 
behaviors and socioeconomic status. Behavioral Sleep 
Medicine. 

Reesman J, Pineda J, Carver J, Brice PJ, Zabel TA, Schatz P. 
(2016).  Utility of the ImPACT test with deaf 
adolescents. Clinical Neuropsychologist, 30(2):318-27. 

Rivera J. & Garrigan P. (2016). Persistent perceptual grouping 
effects in the evaluation of simple arithmetic 
expressions.  Memory and Cognition. 

Womble M, Shah KM, Schatz P, Reynolds E, Kontos AP.  
(2016). Test-retest reliability of computerized 
neurocognitive testing in youth ice hockey players. 
Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology. 

 
Note: Bold denotes SJU student co-authors 

Alumni Notes: 

Post Hall, Home of the  
SJU Department of Psychology 

Issue #13 Spring/Summer 2015 Saint Joseph’s University Department of Psychology 
 

 

Melissa Ehrlichman (BS 2014: Psychology and Italian 
Studies double major, magna cum laude) was recently 
taking preliminary courses at La Salle University in 
preparation for her next stop: Entering the Speech-
Language Pathology program at Emerson College in 
Boston in the fall. 
 
Adriene Beltz (MS 2009) is completing her Post-doc in 
the Department of Human Development & Family 
Studies at Pennsylvania State University, and will be 
starting a Tenure-Track Appointment in the Department 
of Psychology at the University of Michigan. 
 
Ryan Routledge (BS 2013, MS 2014) will start as a 
graduate student this fall in the Rutgers University School 
of Social Work in their master's program with a clinical 
concentration.  
 
Are you a graduate of the SJU Psychology BS or MS 
programs? We would love to hear from you and share 
your news with others in Alumni Notes. Please direct 
your news and updates to Dr. Philip Schatz at 
pschatz@sju.edu. Be sure to indicate the year you 
graduated and in which program you were enrolled. 	  

Psychology Seen & Heard: 

• Dr. Jodi Mindell appeared on The Today Show.	  
•	  Dr. Anderson’s flamingo research was featured in a 
story on Smithsonian.com	  
•	  Dr. Skolnick appeared in The Boston Globe, 
commenting on why people do not want to eat insects	  

Have News or Suggestions?  
 
Feel free to contact the editor with any information, 
updates, or other material: 
Philip Schatz: pschatz@sju.edu 


